BZ excerpts 1

Transcribed by: Emily Klein

1 BZ: Um...yeah, we do. We’ve traveled all the states, we’ve been to the Caribbean
quite a few times, we’ve been on a cruise.

2 BJ: Mm hmm.

3 BZ: Um...we travel.

4 BJ: Mm hmm.

5 BZ: Ya know. Not necessarily every year to the beach or
((Gap in recording. Conversation jumps to new topic.))

6 BZ: My father was a fire captain and my mother was just a housewife.

7 BJ: Mm hmm... And how many other kids were there?

8 BZ: | had...had two sisters and one brother. My two sisters are deceased and my
brother is still living.

9 BJ: Uh huh, what does he do?

10 | BZ: He’s retired right now. He was a lieutenant on the sheriff’s department.

11 | BJ: Oh, but so, he also wa-s-stayed in Pittsburgh.

12 | BZ: Right. We were all in Pittsburgh; nobody ever left.

13 | BJ: Mm hmm.

((Gap in recording. Conversation jJumps to new topic.))

14 | BZ: We weren’t by any means well off, uh, I ((squirt noise)) guess you would call us, I
mean we had a roof over our heads and food, | guess we were middle class then.

15 | BJ: [Mm hmm.]

16 | Bz: [Ya know,] today | think it would be considered poor? ((chuckling)) By today’s
standards.

17 | BJ: Yeah.

18 | BZ: Ya know, but uh

19 Did you go to school in Bloomfield?

20 | BZ: ((sucking tongue)) Yeah, I went to Woolslair down on fortieth street and down to
Arsenal in Lawrenceville [and] graduated from Schenley.

21 | BJ: [uh huh]

((Gap in recording. Conversation jumps to new topic.))

22 | BZ: Well, not so much anymore but when my parents were living and, at Christmas
time we would, um, they had traditions we would celebrate them and we still do
to some extent but not, not as elaborate as what they did.

23 | BJ: Mm hmm.

24 | BZ: And we d-we do the Irish side... Saint Patrick’s day and the Rose of Truhlee and
yeah
((Gap in recording. Conversation jJumps to new topic.))

25 | BJ: So, how did, uh, how did you meet your husband?

26 | BZ: Actually we went to school together.

27 | BJ: Oh.

28 | BZ: And | knew him there. And um...and...an’ | didn’t see him for years and-it, then
one day he started working where | was working and we just uh ((2-second
pause)) just got to know eachother [again.] ((laughs))

29 | BJ: [yeah...well]




30 | BZ: But we had known eachother for a long time.
31 | BJ: Mm hmm.
32 | BZ: Yeah.
33 | BJ: But you didn’t date when you were in [high] school.
34 | BZ: [No] no, uh-uh. We were just
friends.
35 | BJ: So what did you do, when you, when you were going out with him, | mean,
where, where would you go?
36 | BZ: Back then you really didn’t go too many places, maybe to the show, or to dinner
or you just hung out at home ((chuckling)) actually
37 | BJ: Yeah.
38 ((Gap in recording. Conversation jJumps to new topic.))
39 | BZ: My sister, she had six children... and my brother had five.
BJ: And are they mostly still in the area?=
40 | BZ: =Mm hmm. Uh, well, of my sister’s, one girl lives in the area and one girl just
moved out to Peters Townsh- | mean, they’re not far, but they’re not right here in
Bloomfield, ya know, some are still here, but, uh few have moved on
41 ((Gap in recording. Conversation jJumps to new topic.))
42 | BZ: We grew up together...um I’ve become friends with some of my son’s friend’s,
you know, their parents, some, you know their mothers and that
BJ: Mm hmm.
43 | BZ: It’s just basically people I’ve known all my life.
44 | BJ: Uh huh,
45 | BZ: And we have a reunion every two years-the friends that | grew up with
46 ((Gap in recording. Conversation jumps to new topic.))
47 | BZ: Just the friends, we just had one last month, we had seventy people there
BJ: Wow! ((laughing))
48 | BZ: At Schenley Park. ((laughing))
49 | BJ: That’s great.
50 | BZ: Yeah.
51 | BJ: So, and most of them still live around here?
52 | BZ: ((Sucks tongue)) Uh, some do, s-a lot moved out but we still, every two years we

get together, we have our reunions.




